Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf under the light of ".Jarh wat Ta'deel" 

All praises are due to Allaah the Lord of all the creations, and May Allaah's 
peace and Blessings be upon His honest Messenger; 

To proceed: 

Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf Ya'qoob bin Ibraheem bin Habeeb bin Habeesh, was the 
student of Imam Abu Haneefah. The Imams of Jarh wat Ta'deel have 
difference of opinions regarding him. The Mu'dileen (Admirers) and their 
Ta'deel (Admiration) is given as follows: 

1. Al-Imam Abu Abdur Rahmaan al-Nasaa'i (rahimahullah) said = 

"Aboo Yoosuf Al-Qaadhi: Thiqqaah (Trustworthy)" 

[Ref: Al-Tabaqaat Aakhir Kitaab ad-Dua'faa Pg 310, Published in India] 

2 . Ibn Hibbaan al-Bustee said = 

He is a Shaikh (and) a pious (person) 

[Ref: Kitaab ath-Thiqaat 645/7] 



Haafidh Ibn Hibbaan (rahimahullah) (also) said: 
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Meaning: We (Muhaddtiheen) are not as the stupid people accuse (us), 
which they do not consider to be Halaal (even for them). Even if someone 
is our enemy, we are not in favour of doing unjust criticism on him. We 
say about every person regarding Jarh wat-Ta'deel what he deserves. We 
have included Zafar (bin al-Huzayl) and Abu Yoosuf among the Thiqaah 
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narrators because according to us their Adaalat in narrations has been 
proven, and those who are not like them (in Adaalah), we have included 
them in Da'eef narrators, who are not taken as Hujja. 

[Kitaab ath-Thiqaat, Vol 7, Pg 646] 

From this, we got to know that Imaam Ibn Hibbaan and all the other 
Muhadditheen used to follow the way of Adal, and Insaaf (Justice). 
Starting propaganda on Muhadditheen due to some exceptions and 
Mistakes is an act of Stupid people, according to Ibn Hibbaan 
(rahimahullah). 

Zakariyaah Kandhalwi Deobandi Tableeghi writes: "Listen to the Zulm of 
Muhadditheen!" (Taqreer Bukharee, Vol 3, Pg 104)! 

Note: The Tawtheeq of Hafidh Ibn Hibbaan is rejected when at least one 
of the following three conditions is met: 

• When it goes against the Jamhoor. 

• When he is alone in doing the Tawtheeq of Majhool and Mastoor 
narrators. 

• When both Jarh and Ta'deel are contradictory. (See: Mizaan al- 
I'tidaal 552/2) 

3 . Muhammad bin As-Sabaah al-Jarjaai said = 

Aboo Yoosuf was a pious man, and used to fast continuously. 
[Kitaab ath-Thiqaat by Ibn Hibbaan 646/7, Chain: Hassan] 

The teacher of Ibn Hibbaan, "Abdullah bin Muhammad bin Qahtabah bin 
Marzooq" is present in its chain, from whom Haafidh Ibn Hibbaan has 
narrated approximately sixty (60) narrations in his Saheeh Ibn Hibbaan. 
Abul-Shaikh Al-Asbahaani also narrates from him (Kitaab al-Amsaal: 298) 
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(Taareekh Baghdaad 245, 246/14) 

Abu Yusuf's matter is famous and his nobility is apparent, he is among 
the companions of Abu Hanifah and the most Faqeeh people of his time, 
and no one in his time had precedence over him, and he was extremely 
distinguished in knowledge, judgement, governance and destiny. He was 
the first one to author a book on the topic of Usui ul Fiqh according to the 
Madhab of Abu Hanifah, and he filled it with his verdicts and spread it and 
expanded the knowledge of Abu Hanifah in the different regions of the 
world 

Talha bin Muhammad bin Ja'far Al-Shahid himself is Da'eef according to 
the Majority of scholars. Azhari said: He is Da'eef in Riwayah 
(Narrations), and Da'eef in Madhab (Taareekh Baghdaad 351/9 T. 4908). 
This person was an extreme Mu'tazilee, in fact he used to call towards 
I'tizaal. See: Lisaan al-Mizaan (212/3), and Mizaan al-I'tidaal (342/2). 
Therefore, According to Hafidh Dhahabi (rahimahullah) his being "Sahih 
ul-Samaa'" (Authentic in narrating) is not beneficial; rather this person is 
Mardood ur-Riwayah according to the most authentic saying. The Ta'deel 
(praise) of Hafidh adh-Dhahabi automatically comes to an end after the 
Jarh (Criticism) of Muhammad bin Abil Fawaris, Hassan bin Muhammad 
al-Khalaal, and Al-Azhari. 

4- Abu Ibraheem Isma'eel bin Yahya bin Isma'eel bin Amr bin Muslim al- 
Muzani said = 
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From Ja'far ibn Yaseen, he said: I was with Al-Muzani and a person came 
and asked him about the people of 'Iraq and he said: what do you say 
regarding Abu Hanifah? He replied: Their leader. He asked: And Abu 
Yusuf? He replied: The greatest follower of Hadith among them... 
(Taareekh Baghdaad 246/14; Chain: Weak) 

The condition of the narration Ja'far bin Yaseen is unknown. His student 
Muhammad bin Ibraheem bin Habeesh Al-Baghawi is untrustworthy. 
About him, Imam ad-Daraqutni said: "He is not strong" [Al-Mu'talaf wal 
Mukhtalaf 689/2]. Ameer Abu Nasar bin Makoola has done the same Jarh 
on this narrator (Al-Kaamil 334/2). Therefore, this saying is not proven 
from Al-Muzani, "Saahib ash-Shafi'ee". 

4- AM bin Abdullah bin Ja'far Al-Madeeni said = 

(jtSj i Sj-ojJ 

He (Abu Yusuf) was Saduq 
(Taareekh Baghdaad 255/14; Chain: Weak) 

Its narrator Abdullah bin AM bin Abdullah Al-Madeeni is untrustworthy and 
Majhool ul Haal. He is mentioned in Taareekh Baghdaad (10, 9/10 T. 
5119) without any Jarh (Criticism) or Ta'deel (Praise). One of the sayings 
of Imam ad-Daraqutni points towards the weakness of this narrator. 

[See: Sawalat Hamza al-Sahmi: 387, and Nasb ul-Amaad fi Tahqeeq: Al- 
Hassan bin Ziyaad Pg 3] 
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Wakee' bin Al-Jarraah said = 
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How can we suppose that Abu Hanifah errs while there were people 
similar to Abu Yusuf and Zufar excelling in their Qiyas, people similar to 
Yahya ibn Abi Zaidah and Hafs ibn Ghyath and Hibban and Mandal 
excelling in the memorisation of Hadith, people similar to Al-Qasim ibn 
Ma'n in the knowledge of the language and Arabic, and Dawud At-Ta'I 
and Fudhayk ibn 'Iyad excelling in ascetism and fearfulness, and all of 
these sat with him and did could not proof him wrong and if he (Abu 
Hanifah) erred they would have refuted him 
(Taareekh Baghdaad 247/14; Chain: Da'eef) 

It contains the narrator Najeeh bin Ibraheem. Perhaps this is the 
narrator, after mentioning whom in Kitaab ath-Thiqaat, Ibn Hibbaan 
wrote: "Yaghrib" (He narrates Ghareeb narrations) [(220/9), and Lisaan 
al-Mizaan (149/6)]. There is no narration of him in Sahih Ibn Hibban. 
Muslimah bin Qaasim (Who himself is Da'eef) said: "He is Da'eef" [Lisaan 
149/6] 

The summary is that, this narrator (Najeeh bin Ibraheem) is Majhool ul- 
Haal. If Ibn Kiraamah (in its chain) is not Muhammad bin Uthman bin 
Kiraamah then I don't know who he is? 

Note: Even if we accept this saying of Imam Wakee' to be proven, then 
due to his other sayings this saying is Mansookh (Abrogated). 

Imam Wakee' said: 

"Abu Hanifah told us that he has heard from Ataa, if he has heard!" 
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[Al-Jarh wal Ta'deel by Ibn Abi Haatim 449/8; Chain: Saheeh, Al-Illal al- 
Kabeer by Al-Tirmidhi 966/2; Chain: Saheeh, Al-Asaneed as-Sahihah fi 

Akhbaar Abi Hanifah Pg 293] 

Imam Wakee' said: 

"And perhaps Abu Hanifah did an act of daring when he said that Emaan 
is (testifying) with Tongue, and not with Action" 

[Al-Intiqaa by Ibn Abdul Barr Pg 138; Chain: Authentic] 

Imam Wakee' (also) said: 

"We have found Abu Hanifah opposing 200 ahadeeth" 
[Taareekh Baghdaad 407/13; Chain: Saheeh, Narrated Ibn al-Jawzi 
briefly in Al-Muntazam 37/8, and Narrated As-Saaji in Al-Illal as present 

in Al-Intaqa Pg 151] 

It becomes very clear from these sayings that if the saying narrated by 
Najeeh bin Ibraheem gets proven, then it will be considered Mansookh 
(Abrogated). 

4- Shu'aib bin Ishaaq bin Abdur Rahmaan al-Dimashqi said = 

jlliYC ■‘LalsJ i U ^Ic. 4-ojYI ^ic. — ^4 (jl 1 

Abu Yusuf should take upon the Imams but the Imams should not take 
upon Abu Yusuf because of his knowledge of narrations 
(Al-Kaamil by Ibn Adee 466/8; Chain: Da'eef) 

One of the narrators in its chain is, "Hishaam bin Ammar". He is a 
Thiqqah and a narrator of Sahih Bukhari, but he had his memory 
deteriorated at the end of his age, as affirmed by Imam Abu Haatim ar- 
Raazi in "Al-Jarh wal-Ta'deel" (66, 67/9). All his narrations from before 
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Abdah bin Sulemaan Al-Marwazi said that: 

I have always seen that whenever Ibn al-Mubarak used to mention 
Aboo Yoosuf, he would do very strong Jarh on him, and one day he 
said about him (Abu Yoosuf) that: Someone among the people made 
love with the sexually intercoursed slave of his father, then he asked 
this Mas'ala to Aboo Yoosuf, so he said: Don't think this slave as 
hearty (meaning you can marry her), thus that man started fixing 
portions for Aboo Yoosuf, and Ibn al-Mubarak started doing strong 

Jarh on him (Aboo Yoosuf). 

[Ad-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee 444/4; Chain: Hasan] 

3 . Abdullah bin Idrees al-Koofi said = 

"And Aboo Yoosuf was a Faasiq (Sinner) among the Faasiqeen 

(Sinners)" 

[Ad-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee 440/4; Chain: Saheeh] 

Abdullah bin Idrees (also) said = 

I saw Aboo Yoosuf in the dream after his death; he was praying Salaah 
on the direction other than the Ka'bah, and (Yahya bin Muhammad bin 
Saabiq said) I heard a man asking a mas'ala from Wakee', that man 
said: "But Aboo Yoosuf says different thing!" Wakee', while moving his 
head (in anger) said: "Don't you fear Allah? Will you take Hujja from 

Aboo Yoosuf in front of Allah?" 

[Al-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee 442/4; Chian: Saheeh, Yahya bin Muhammad 
bin Saabiq has narrated from a group, adh-Dhahabi said about him in 

A-Kaashif that: He is Thiqqah] 

4 . Yazeed bin Haroon said = 
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"It is not permissible to narrate from him, He used to invest the 
money of Orphans in Trade, and he used to keep the profit for 

himself." 

[Al-Du'afa by al-Uqaylee 440/4; Chain: Saheeh, Taareekh Baghdaad 

258/14; Chain: Saheeh] 

5 . Imam Maalik bin Anas al-Madani = 

"Once Imam Maalik bin Anas went to Ameer ul-Mu'mineen, Haroon ur- 
Rasheed, and Aboo Yoosuf was also there. He (The Khaleefah) said 
two times: '0 Abu Abdullah (Maalik bin Anas)! This is (Qaadhi) Aboo 
Yoosuf', I (Maalik bin Anas) said: 'Yes 0 Ameerul Mu'mineen', and I 
didn't even see towards (Qaadhi) Aboo Yoosuf. He (Aboo Yoosuf) said 
two or three times to me that: '0 Abu Abdullah! What do you say 
about this Mas'ala?', so I said to him: 'O Fulaan! If you have seen that 
I sat in the company of Baatil people then come and ask me (this 

Mas'ala) there' ". 

[Al-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee 441/4; Chain: Saheeh. Abdullah bin Ahmed 
bin Shabwiyah, is Mustaqeem ul-Hadeeth. Ibn Hibban mentioned him 
in Kitaab ath-Thiqaat (366/8), and his tarjamah is mentioned in 
Taareekh Baghdaad (371/9) and others] 

From this we get to know that, According to Imam Maalik, Aboo Yoosuf 
is among the people of Baatil. Wallahu a'lam 

6 . Sufyaan ath-Thawree Al-Koofi = 

Ubaidullah bin Moosa said that: Aboo Yoosuf and (...) were mentioned 
in front of Imam Sufyaan ath-thawree, so he said: "And who are these 
people? And what are these people?" 

[Kitaab al-Ma'rifah wal Taareekh 791/2; Chain: Saheeh] 
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Yahya bin Aadam said that (once) Aboo Yoosuf gave witness in front of 
Shurayk, and he rejected it. I said to him: 'Why did you reject the 
witness of Aboo Yoosuf?' He said: 'Should I not reject the witness of 
one who does not consider Salaah (prayer) to be the part of Emaan?' 
[Al-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee: 441/4; Chain: Saheeh] 

We got to know that according to Qaadhi Shurayk al-Koofi, the 
Shahadah (Witness) of Aboo Yoosuf is to be rejected, meaning he was 
Saaqit ul-Adaalah. 

AN bin Hajar said that, one day we were with Shurayk, so he said: 

"If someone from among the companions of Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf is 
present here, then get him out" 

[Al-Du'afa by Al-Uqaylee 442/4; Chain: Saheeh] 

Qaadhi Shurayk is a Mukhtalaf Feehi narrator (subject to difference of 
opinion). The Jamhoor of Muhadditheen have declared him Thiqqah 
(trustworthy), if he affirms his hearing and if that narration is from 
before his Ikhtilaat (deterioration), then he is Hasan ul-Hadeeth [See: 
"Fathul Mubeen fee Tahqeeq Tabaqaat al-Mudalliseen" 2/56, and he is 
from the third level (of Mudalliseen) according to the most authentic 
saying] 

14 . Abu Hafs Amr bin AN al-Falaas said = 

"Aboo Yoosuf is Sadooq (truthful), (but) makes a lot of Mistakes." 
[Taareekh Baghdaad 260/14; Chain: Saheeh] 

15 . Abu al-Hassan AN bin Umar ad-Daraqutni said about Aboo Yoosuf that: 

"A monucular among the blinds" 
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[Taareekh Baghdaad: 260/14; Chain: Saheeh] 

"He is stronger than Muhammad bin Al-Hassan." 

[Sawalaat al-Barqaani: 567] 

Note: From the saying: "A monucular among the blinds", we get to 
know that according to him Muhammad bin Hassan was blind, [See: 
Al-Hadeeth: Shumara 7, Pg 16, 19] 

16 . Ibraheem bin Ya'qoob al-Juzjaani said = 

"Asad bin Amr, Aboo Yoosuf, Muhammad bin Hassan, and Al-Lu'lui: 

Allah has finished with them" 

[Ahwaal ar-Rijaal Pg 76, 77 T. 96-99] 

17 . Sa'eed bin Mansoor said = 

"Once a man said to Aboo Yoosuf: 'A man performed Salaah in Masjid 
'Arafah (The place of Arnaah) with the Imam, then until the return of 
that Imam (towards Muzdalifah), he remained standing there, what is 
the ruling on him?' Aboo Yoosuf said: 'There is nothing wrong in it/ So 
that man said (in amazed): Subhanallah! Ibn Abbas has said that 
there is no Hajj for the one who returns from Arnaah, and Masjid 
Arafah is in the middle of Arnaah (Now after the recent expansion, 
some part of Arafah has also been added in this Masjid), Aboo Yoosuf 
said: 'You know the signs (Ahkaam) and we know the Fiqh.'That man 
said: 'When you don't even know the main part, then how can you be 

a Faqeeh?" 

[Kitaab al-Ma'rifah wal Taareekh 790/2; Chain: Saheeh, and Taareekh 
Baghdaad 256/14; Chain: Saheeh] 
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18. Abu Ja'far Al-Uqaylee = 

He has mentioned Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf in Kitaab ad-Du'afaa, and has 
narrated Criticisms on him. (See: Vol 4, Pg 438-444) 

19. Muhammad bin Sa'd said = 

He was known for memorizing Hadeeth Then he became the 

student of Aboo Haneefah Nu'maan bin Thaabit and learned Fiqh, and 
(then) raa'i (opinion and Qiyaas) overcame him, and he started doing 

Zulm (injustice) with ahadeeth. 

[Tabaqaat ibn Sa'd 330/7] 

20. Adh-Dhahabee (!) = 

He mentioned him in his book Diwaan ad-Du'afa wal Matrokeen 

(466/2 T. 4766) 

Note: Adh-Dhahabi has not defended Aboo Yoosuf in Diwaan ad- 
Du'afa at all, whereas he has declared him Hassan ul-Hadeeth in 
Talkhees ul-Mustadrak. Both these narrations, due to being 
contradictory become neutral. 

21. The Jarh of Imam Aboo Haneefah on Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf 

Imam Aboo Haneefah Nu'maan bin Thaabit (rahimahullah) told Qaadhi 
Aboo Yoosuf: 

"You write those things in our books which we do not say". 
[Kitaab al-Jarh wal Ta'deel 201/9; Chain: Saheeh] 

In one narration it says that Imam Aboo Haneefah said: 
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[Kitaab al-Maj'roheen by Ibn Hibbaan 64, 64/3; Chain: Hasan, 
As-Sunnah by Abdullah bin Ahmed: 236, and Taareekh 
Baghdaad 385/13] 

2 . Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf said: 

"Aboo Haneefah (to kill each other among the Muslims) was in 
the favour of using sword (meaning: He used to consider it 
permissible to rebel against the rulers). Hassan bin Moosa al- 
Ashaib said that I asked Aboo Yoosuf: 'Do you hold it permissible 
too?' He said: 'Ma'adh Allah' " 

[Kitaab as-Sunnah by Abdullah bin Ahmed: 234, Chain: Saheeh] 

3 . Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf said: 

"There are two groups in Khorasaan, besides whom there is no 
other more evil group on the face of the earth: Jahmiyah (The 
followers of Jahm bin Safwaan), and Muqatilyah (The followers of 

Muqatil bin Sulemaan)" 

[Kitaab as-Sunnah by Abdullah bin Ahmed: 14; Chain: Saheeh] 

4 . Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf said: 

The one who wants to seek knowledge (of the deen) through Ilm 
al-Kalaam, becomes Zindeeq (Kaafir); and the one who wants to 
earn money through Ilm al-Chemiya (The knowledge of making 
gold), becomes Faqeer (poor), and the one who seeks for 
Ghareeb narrations, he lies. 

[Akhbaar al-Qadaat Vol 3 Pg 258; Chain: Saheeh] 

5 . Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf said: 
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"O the people of nation! Seek the pleasure of Allaah through 
your Actions, thus whenever I have sat in a company with the 
intention of humbling (myself), I have overcome the public; and 
whenever I have sat in a company with the intention of getting a 
high status, then I have been insulted." 

[Akhbaar al-Qadaat 258/3; Chain: Saheeh] 

In conclusion; we want to say that having justice under consideration, the 
summary of this Tahqeeq is that Qaadhi Aboo Yoosuf is Da'eef in the 
narration of hadeeth according to the Jamhoor of scholars, therefore his 
narrations and his witness are not to be trusted upon. 

If any Deobandi, Brailwi, or Hanafi disagrees with our Tahqeeq, then he can 
write its response to us after taking our Minhaaj of Tahqeeq, under 
consideration, On the condition that, every evidence will be followed by 
reference, and with a Sahih or Hassan Lidhatihi Chain. It should be noted 
that, until now we have not received any answer to our (recent) Tahqeeq of 
Muhammad bin Hassan bin Farqad al-Shaybani. 

Wama alaina illal balagh 

Translated by: Raza Hassan 
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